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Sports
See the Sports Section at nganews.com

Lady Panthers dominate, Panthers stumble at Social Circle
By Todd Forrest
Sports Editor
sports@nganews.com

Freshman Ellie Cook (L) scored 11 at Social Circle to finish as one of three Lady Panthers in double figures; Senior Kyle Morlock (R) scored 12 in the 
loss at Social Circle. His night was highlighted by a game-tying dunk that closed a 15-4 third quarter to erase an 11-point deficit. Photos/Todd Forrest

Social Circle - Union 
County split last Tuesday’s Re-
gion 8-AA road trip at Social 
Circle with the Lady Panthers  
dominating an overmatched op-
ponent in a 56-24 victory. 

The Panthers, meanwhile, 
fell short in a 45-40 loss that 
saw Union County (3-5, 1-2) 
battle back from a double-digit 
deficit on three different occa-
sions, eventually taking a 34-30 
lead in the fourth quarter before 
the Redskins closed with a 15-6 
run to improve to 3-0 in region 
play. 

Lady Panthers 56, Social 
Circle 24 - Dating back to the 
2016-17 season, the Lady Red-
skins had dropped 27 straight 
region games, and by halftime 
of last week’s contest, it was ob-
vious that Union County would 
hand them No. 28. 

Sophomore Ava Hunter 
scored a game-high 17 while 
freshman Ellie Cook and sopho-
more Rebekah Chambers added 
11 each to lead the Lady Panthers 
to 8-1 overall and 3-0 in Region 
8-AA. 

Cook and Hunter com-
bined for a dozen first-quarter 
points as Union built an 18-4 
advantage after one. Hunter 
poured in eight more in a sec-
ond period that saw the Lady 
Panthers limit Social Circle to 
just one free throw. Chambers, 
Brooke Dockrey and Andelin 
Hill paced Union offensively as 
they outscored the home team 
17-1 in the quarter to take a 35-5 
halftime lead.

The second half was a 
near-stalemate as the Lady Pan-
ther starters gave way to the 
reserves during the third. Lead-
ing 46-13 after three, the fourth 
quarter was shortened to six 
minutes as Chambers and sopho-
more Ansley Collins scored eight 
of their team’s 10 points in the 
final frame. 

Hill finished with 6 points, 
Dockrey had five, Collins added 
four and McCarter scored two. 

On Saturday, Union Coun-
ty hosted Gilmer, but due to an 
early holiday deadline, the recap 
will available in next week’s 
newspaper.

The Battle of the States 
gets underway on Thursday, 

Dec. 26 at 1 p.m. when the Lady 
Panthers host Walhalla, SC. 

The Lady Razorbacks are 
currently 3-2 with a 74-48 loss at 
Rabun County. 

Union’s day two opponent 
will be the winner/loser of the 10 
a.m. game between Murphy, NC 
and Lumpkin County. (Brackets 
on Page 3C)

Panthers 40, Social Cir-
cle 45 - A dozen second-half 
points from Pierson Allison 
wasn’t enough to finish off the 
Union County comeback bid at 
Social Circle last week. 

The Panthers, who are 
still without the injured Sawyer 
Drake, shot just 7-for-25 (28%) 
from the floor and 0-for-4 from 
3-point range during the first half 
as Social Circle built an 18-7 
advantage in the early stages of 
the second quarter. Later, they 
would hold a 21-11 lead before 
entering the break with a 26-15 
upper hand.

The third got underway 
with a 7-0 Union County run to 
pull within four at 26-22. The 
spurt began with a Morlock 
putback followed by a free throw 
by Cayden Rich. Moments later, 

Rich came up with a steal and 
found Allison for a fast-break 
layup then Allison sank a pair 
from the line to cap off the run. 

Down 28-22, Rich coun-
tered a Redskins’ layup with 
one of his own on the other end. 
Still trailing by four in the third, 
Union answered with a designed 
play to pull within two when 
sophomore Landon Cox fed a 
cutting Brey under the basket for 
an easy deuce.

A pair of Social Circle 
free throws stretched the dif-
ference back to four at 30-26 
but Allison answered with two 
from the stripe to make it a one-
possession game. 

Following a brief cold 
stretch by both teams, Allison 
stole a Redskins’ inbounds pass 
and fed Morlock, who was trail-
ing on the play, for a two-handed 
slam to even the score at 30-30.

The fourth got underway 
and the Panthers went back to 
Morlock, who was fouled in 
the post resulting in two made 
free throws for his team’s first 
lead of the night at 32-30. On 
the ensuing Social Circle pos-
session, junior Kaston Hemphill 

came up with a loose ball and 
fired a fullcourt baseball pass to 
Morlock for a basket and a 34-30 
advantage just over a minute into 
the period.

After an illegal screen 
by Union County, the Redskins 
ended their scoring drought with 
a feed off a dribble-drive for 
an easy layup. Later, the Pan-
thers were hit with a traveling 
violation and Social Circle made 
them pay with an old-fashioned 
3-point followed by another bas-
ket on its next possession.

Trailing 37-34, Union 
County was whistled for an-
other illegal screen before getting 
tagged with a defensive foul on 
what appeared to be a slip. Luck-
ily, the Redskins missed both free 
throws and Allison immediately 
attacked the basket, earning a 
trip to the line to pull within a 
point.

Social Circle returned to 
the line on the very next posses-
sion and stretched the margin 
back to three at 39-36. After 
Union missed a layup on the 
other end, the Redskins began 
to pull away with two more free 
throws for a 41-36 advantage.

A driving layup by Allison 
made it a one-possession game 
but Social Circle hit 1-of-2 at 
the line to extend the difference 
to four at 42-38. Allison drove 
to the basket again to pull within 
two but the Redskins remained 

perfect at the line. Down 44-
40, Union would get to the line 
but missed both shots. With the 
game in hand, Social Circle sank 
1-of-2 in its final trip to the char-
ity stripe.

For the first time in recent 
history, the Panthers failed to hit 
a 3-point shot, finishing 0-for-6 
from deep. The Redskins finished 
3-for-8 (38%) from long distance 
and 14-for-26 (54%) from the 
floor. Nineteen Social Circle 
turnovers and a 12-3 margin on 
the offensive glass kept Union 
in the game as the Redskins won 
the free throw battle, hitting 64% 
on 14-for-22, to the Panthers’ 
56% on 10-of-18.

Allison led the way with 
17 points, 4 steals and 4 assists. 
Morlock had 12 points and 3 
boards; Rich added 5 points and 
2 steals, Brey scored 4 points 
with 3 boards and Cox chipped in 
2 points and 3 rebounds to round 
out the Union County scoring.

The Panthers hosted 
Gilmer on Saturday in a game 
played prior to the early holiday 
deadline. Results will be avail-
able in next week’s paper.

The Battle of the States 
begins Thursday, Dec. 26 at 2:30 
p.m. vs undefeated Walhalla, 
SC, who already owns a 77-58 
win over Region 8-AA’s Rabun 
County.

Union County’s day two 
opponent will be the winner/
loser of the 11:30 p.m. game be-
tween Murphy, NC and Lumpkin 
County. (Brackets on Page 3C)

2450 W US Hwy 64, Murphy, North Carolina 28906
Phone: 828-837-2121
View our Inventory Online at www.kingfordsales.com

Where you are treated like Royalty!

OUR SERVICE DEPARTMENT 
IS NOW OPEN UNTIL 4 PM 

ON SATURDAYS!

*Dealer-installed retail purchases only. Limit one redemption per customer.  
Offer valid 10/01/19 to 12/31/19. Submit rebate by 1/31/20 by mail-in rebate form 
or online at fordowner.com. Tire rebate by prepaid debit card. Cannot be com-
bined with any other tire manufacturer-sponsored rebate/offer. See participating 
U.S. dealership for vehicle applications and rebate details through 12/31/19.

*Per-axle price on most vehicles. Exclusions apply. Taxes extra. See  
participating U.S. dealership for details through 12/31/19.

*Exclusions apply. Does not apply to diesel batteries. Taxes extra.  
See participating U.S. dealership for details through 12/31/19.

MOTORCRAFT® 
COMPLETE 

BRAKE SERVICE

MOTORCRAFT® 
BATTERY

BUY FOUR 
SELECT TIRES

GET $70 REBATE by mail
On these name brands: Goodyear, Dunlop, 

Michelin,® Continental, Pirelli,® Bridgestone, 
Firestone, Yokohama,® Toyo,® Nitto® Brake pads or shoes

Machining rotors or drums
Labor included

$179.95 
OR LESS*

$129.95 
OR LESS*

FREE INSTALLATION

Rebekah Chambers scored a career-high 11 at SC. Photo/Todd Forrest

Senior point guard Pierson Allison’s 12 second half points weren’t enough at Social Circle. Photo/Todd Forrest Senior Andelin Hill battles for a rebound in the paint during a recent Union County win. Photo/Todd Forrest


